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BNB Ventures hapes to demolish

the existing beverage store and build o
Greek Revival complex with three ground
fivor retail spaces and three second floor
office spaces. -

BRIDGEHAMPTON

Evolving Corner
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Over the years the ¢once majestic
building fell into a state of disrepair.
In 2003, Southampton Town pur-
chased the Jand while the Bridge-
hampton Historical Society (BHHS)
bought the house for $550,000 and
conveyed the title to the town. BHHS
maintains a stewardship agreement
with the town.

“The bones of the house were and
still are in good cendition. [The last
owner] Jim {Hopping] didn't rermove
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if approved, The Orchard at
Bulls Head inn will feature
a restored and expanded
main building, plus guest
cottoges, a restaurant ond
lap pool

The Bridgehaompton Histori-
cof Sociely hopes to break
graund this summer on @
restoration of the Nathanie!
Rogers House, which will
become tfe socety's head-
guarters.

the famous Wick's Tavern which op-
erated in the 18th century and was
popular amongst American and Eng-
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huge traffic problem,” Cammmann re-
marked. “We need a comprehensive
traffic study.”
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BNB Ventures hopes to demofish
the existing beverage store and build a
Greek Revival complex with three ground
floor retail spaces and three second foor
- office spaces.
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BRIDGEHAMPTON

Evolving Corner
Changes Again

Three projects revive historic intersection
By Marissa Maler

he Triangular Commons, present day site of the flagpole
monument, has been an ever evolving, always bustling
hub in the hamlet of Bridgehampton.

Ithas served asa meeting and entry
point for everyone from militiamen
in the American Revolutionary War
to weekenders visiting the beach.

This busy intersection is once again
on the cusp of an evolutionary change
as three major huilding projects are
in different stages of development.

In local historian Ann Sandford’s
“Grandfather Lived Here: The trans-
formation of Bridgehampton, New
York 1870-1970," she describes how
the Triangular Commons was used by
militia companies for drill practice
in colonial times. A noted gathering
place in the 18th century, the Com-
nion's bee hive of activity including

stagecoaches, and passersby differen-
tiated it from the rest of Main Street.
Through the centuries the buildings
located on the periphery of the Com-
mons adapted with the community.

The Nathaniel Rogers House, on the
southeast corner of Ocean Road and
Montauk Highway. was buile in 1824
by county judge Abraham Rose. He lat-
er sold it to artist Nathaniel Rogers. A
new owner converted the home into a
boarding residence, called “Hampton
House,” in 1885. The Hopping family
purchased the property a decade later
and operated the inn until 1949, at
which point a front yvard space was
leased to Duck’s gas station.
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Over the years the once majestic
building fell into a state of disrepair.
In 2003, Southampton Town pur-
chased the land while the Bridge-
hampton Historical Society (BHHS)
bought the house for $550,000 and
conveyed the title to the town. BHHS
maintains a stewardship agreement
with the town.

“The bones of the house were and
stiil are in good condition. [The last
owner] Jim [Hopping] didn't remove
any of the original architectural
features but he didn't maintain any-
thing,” BHHS executive director John
Eilertsen explained.

The BHHS board is hoping to raise
$4.5 million for the restoration, which
will be completed in three phases.

Across Montauk Highway from the
Rogers House stands the Bulls Head
[nn. Built by Judge Rose in 1842, it
was later sold to Henry Corwith.
Through the years the building has
experienced many incarnations from
an inn to a nightclub te a Target pop-
up shop.

Purchased by former Phillip Morris
executive Bill Campbell, his company
Miace LLC has been floating a project
since 2006 to restore and expand the
inn and transform the premises into
a hotel with a restaurant, four guest
cottages, a lap pool and spafwellness
center. Granted variances by the zon-
ing board of appeals in late May, the

final application is. currently before -

the planning board.

The other property in this area
with plans for. redevelopment is the
Bridgehampton Beverage store at the
corner of Lumber Lane and Montauk
Highway. The parcel was the site of

main building, ;;fgs.gﬁésk
cottages, @ restaurant and
lap pool

The Bridgehampton Histon-
caf Society hopes to break
ground this summer o @
restoration of the Natharel
Rogers House, which will
became the sodiety’s head-
quaners.

the famous Wick'’s Tavern which op-
erated in the 18th century and was
popular amongst American and Eng-
lish soldiers, reports Sandford. Before
the Civil War, the building was con-
verted into a residence. It was eventu-

allysold in the 1940s to Shell Oil Com- -

pany and turned into a gas station, at
which point the historic building was
demolished much to the chagrin of
preservationists.

Current owners BNB Ventures [V,
1LLC —the company also owns an adja-
cent property that houses a Starbucks
— pian to build a structure with three
ground-floor retail spaces and three
office spaces on the second-floor. The
style of the building references ac-
cents from Bulls Head Inn and the Na-
thaniel Rogers House.

Bridgehampton Citizen's Advisory
Committee Chairman Fred Cam-
mann noted planning consultant
Rich Warren will visit his group on
July 19 to verse them on the details of
the beverage store project. Camnmani,
however, Temains worried about the
intended use of Bulls Head Inn. He
was also concerned that both projects
would negatively increase traffic.

“The actual usage of [the intersec-
tion| is pretty hair raising and dan-
gerous. We are not trying to say you
can't do anything here but that is a
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huge traffic problem,” Caminann re-
marked. “We need a comprehensive
traffic study.”

Planning board chairman Dennis
Finnerty noted the projects might
have mitigated traffic because both de-
signs propose closing access ways onto
Montauk Highway. Bulls Head Inn at
torney David Gilmartin, Jr., added that
the traffic implications of the project
were fully vetted in the environmen-
tal review, which was approved by the
board in Decemmber 2009,

Despite concerns over the modern
architecture of the cottages, Gilmar-
tin believes the project, called The Or-
chard at Bulls Head [nn, will pass the
planning board in 60 to 90 days.

Meanwhile, the beverage store proj-
ect recently completed a pre-submis-
sion conference and the board will
close a 30-day written commment pe-
riod at the end of July. BNB Ventures
will then prepare a formal applica-
tion to the board.

It appears the Nathaniel Rogers res-
toration plan may be the first to break
ground. Eilertsen reported BHHS will
kick off phase one, of exterjor renova-
tions and sealing the building enve-
iope, by the end of the summer. The
project will span around three vears
and at completion will become the
BHHS headquarters.



